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An incredible survival story you have to see. A young congressional aid shot 5 times and left to die
near Johns Town. “I was lying on the airstrip with my head down, pretending | was dead” 40 years
after the massacre that killed 900 Americans including beloved members of our NBC news family.
Congress woman Jackie Spear tells Andrea Mitchell how she made it out alive. This is NBC Nightly
News with Lester Holt.

Now to a powerful survival story and a woman who live to tell the world what she saw at the scene of
American tragedy. For so many people, just a word “Johnstown” is enough to send a chill up your
spine. But few know the horrors like congress woman Jackie Spear of California. At that time, a
congressional aid, shot 5 times and left to die. Andrea Mitchell now with how she made it out alive.

It was a mass murder that transfixed the world. The victims almost a 1000 men, women and children
who’d followed JIM JOHNS, a charismatic church leader, promising peace and love in the jungles of
South America. But California congressman Leo Lyon and his 28-year-old staff attorney Jacki Spear
were hearing something much darker. “They were defectors who came out. And we’re talking about
physical abuse, sexual abuse. But there was mind control involved” At first, they saw smiling faces
and cheering crowds. But then a man passed NBC correspondent Don Harris a note “Some wanted
out”

“‘My heart just sunk, because | knew that everything we were afraid of was true” Spear started taking
statements from people who wanted to leave. “What is your wish today? ... Go back home” But when
they tried to go, taking people with them, tensions exploded. “There were couples with children in
which there were one was pulling, the child one way, the other, the other way, because one wanted to
stay, one wanted to leave.” Suddenly Johns’ man tried to knife the congressman. They got as far as
the landing strip and were ambushed. “The congressman Lyon had been hit. He got hit again and
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fel’ The congressman and four others were killed including NBC correspondent Don Harris and
cameraman Bob Brown.

‘When did you realized you were shot? | was lying on the airstrip with my head down, pretending |
was dead.” Back in Johnstown, Jim John gave a faithful order. They died from Kool Aid laced with
cyanide including 300 children. Those who refused were forced to inject with poison. “We failed 900
Americans. Did they die in vain? Of course, they died in vain. | mean their lives were shattered in
part because they had been attracted to this charismatic maniac. They should have been able to get
out of there. Our country owed that to them” And 10 years ago, she won congressman Lyon’s old
seat inspired in part by Johnstown. Andrea Mitchell NBC News.
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1. Anincredible survival story you have to see.
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2. A young congressional aid shot 5 times and left to die near Johns Town.
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3. “l was lying on the airstrip with my head down, pretending | was dead”
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4. 40 years after the massacre that killed 900 Americans including beloved members of our NBC
news family.
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5. Congress woman Jackie Spear tells Andrea Mitchell how she made it out alive. This is NBC
Nightly News with Lester Holt.
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6. Now to a powerful survival story and a woman who live to tell the world
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8. For so many people, just a word “Johnstown” is enough to send a chill up your spine.
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9. But few know the horrors like congress woman Jackie Spear of California.
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10. At that time, a congressional aid, shot 5 times and left to die.
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11. Andrea Mitchell now with how she made it out alive.
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12. It was a mass murder that transfixed the world.
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13. The victims almost a 1000 men, women and children who ’'d followed JIM JOHNS, a
charismatic church leader,
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14. promising peace and love in the jungles of South America.
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15. But California congressman Leo Lyon and his 28-year-old staff attorney Jacki Spear were
hearing something much darker.
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17. And we’re talking about physical abuse, sexual abuse. But there was mind control involved”
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18. At first, they saw smiling faces and cheering crowds.
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19. But then a man passed NBC correspondent Don Harris a note “Some wanted out”
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20. “My heart just sunk, because | knew that everything we were afraid of was true”
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21. Spear started taking statements from people who wanted to leave.
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23. But when they tried to go, taking people with them, tensions exploded.
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25. the other, the other way, because one wanted to stay, one wanted to leave.”
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26. Suddenly Johns’ man tried to knife the congressman.
A EAQ AR ES0| 222 22 N2 fSLICHL

27. They got as far as the landing strip and were ambushed.
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28. “The congressman Lyon had been hit. He got hit again and fell”
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29. The congressman and four others were killed including NBC correspondent Don Harris and
cameraman Bob Brown.
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30. “When did you realized you were shot?
SAl0l ES HE NS AN LAUR?

o= X A =2

31. I was lying on the airstrip with my head down, pretending | was dead.”
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32. Back in Johnstown, Jim John gave a faithful order.
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33. They died from Kool Aid laced with cyanide including 300 children.
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34. Those who refused were forced to inject with poison.
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36. their lives were shattered in part because they had been attracted to this charismatic maniac.
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37. They should have been able to get out of there. Our country owed that to them”
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38. And 10 years ago, she won congressman Lyon’s old seat inspired in part by Johnstown.
Andrea Mitchell NBC News.
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16. ¢ were defectors __ came out.

17. _ we’re talking about physical abuse, sexual abuse. was mind control
involved”

18. _ first, saw smiling faces ____ cheering crowds.

19.  then _ man passed NBC correspondent Don Harris __ note “Some wanted out”

20. “My hear just sunk, because | knew everything we were afraid __ was true”

21. Spear started taking statements from people _ wanted __ leave.

22. “What your wish today? ... Go back home”

23. tried __ go, taking people them, tensions exploded.

24. ¢ were couples children __ which were one was pulling, __ child
one way,

25.  other, __ other way, because one wanted __ stay, one wanted __ leave.”

26. Suddenly Johns’ man tried __ knife __ congressman.

27. got far  landing strip __ were ambushed.

28.“  congressman Lyon hit. got hitagain _____ fell’

29.  congressman ___ four others were killed including NBC correspondent Don Hatrris

cameraman Bob Brown.

30. ¢ did realized were shot?

31. I was lying _____airstrip my head down, pretending | was dead.”

32. Back __ Johnstown, Jim John gave __ faithful order.

33. died from Kool Aid laced cyanide including 300 children.

34. ____ refused were forced ___inject poison.

35. “We failed 900 Americans. Did die __ vain? __ course, died __ vain. | mean

36. their lives were shattered __ part because attracted charismatic
maniac.

37. should _____able_ getout . Our country owed ___them”

38. 10 years ago, she won congressman Lyon’s old seat inspired __ part __ Johnstown.

Andrea Mitchell NBC News.
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