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A woman accused of being a secret Russian agent is behind bars after facing a federal judge today.
And now we are learning new details about the allegations against her. Prosecutors say she took
orders from Russian official close to Vladimir Putin and tried to trade sex for a political access. NBC’s
Justice Correspondent Pete Williams has the latest.

The FBI says during the 2 years Maria Butina was making a name for herself as a Washington
college student and gun enthusiast hoping to further relations with Russia, she had a dark secret.
Prosecutors say her every move was directed by a Russian government official, Alexander Toshin,
close ally of Vladimir Putin. Investigators say she hid in plain site, joining the NRA to get close to
influential Republicans. Unaware, law enforcement officials say, that the FBI was watching her. “The
Russians for decades have been trying to penetrate Washington circles. This is very reminiscent of
the 10 Russian illegals, the sleepper agents who were arrested several years ago. But this was a
speed version of that”

At a 25" Trump event in Las Vegas, she asked the candidate a question. “If you would be elected as
a president, what will be a foreign policy, politic especially into the relationships with my country”
Court documents say she offered sex for access to an unnamed political group. The FBI arrested her
last weekend when she was packing up to move. In court today, she pleaded not guilty. Prosecutors
said she should be jailed, pending trial, because she could slip into the Russian embassy and the
FBI couldn’t stop her.

But her lawyer says she is no flight risk and is known for months that she was under investigation.
“She is not an agent to the Russian government, the Russian federation. She is innocent on the
charges brought against her. Most importantly, she is a young student seeking to make way in
America.” She is not charged with being a spy, but the FBI says she was part of a covert Russian
campaign to influence American politics. Pete Williams NBC news, at federal curt in Washington.
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Federal prosecutors here in Washington told a judge today that a Russian woman charged with
secretly working for Moscow is a major flight risk. Polar Reed reports Maria Butinas spent several
years, getting close to very powerful political figures. “I am a representative of Russian Federation
here” Federal prosecutors accused Maria Butina of being a Russian agent who allegedly offered sex
in exchange for a job where she could influence US policy. Butina has been charged with failing to
register as a foreign agent and conspiring to act as an agent of that foreign power.

The 29 year old entered the US on a student visa in 2016, but had visited several times over the past
few years. According to court documents, Butina allegedly took steps to develop relationships with
American politicians in order to advance the interest of the Russian Federation. Photos document her
with Republican Wisconsin governor Scot Rocker and NTA chief Wayne Rapier. She was also
actively involved in a national prayer breakfast and tried unsuccessfully to arrange a meeting between
President Trump and Vladimir Putin. As she began making more contacts with conservative leaders,
she landed on the FBI's radar. Investigators alleged she had an ongoing relationship with a 56 year
old Republican operative strictly for business purposes and was likely in contact with Russia’s FSB
intelligence agency throughout her stay in the US.

A Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman suggested today that Butina’s arrest is part of an effort to
undermine US-Russia relations. Ron Hosko is a former assistant director of the FBI and says Butina
was following a Russian playbook. “The NRA looks like a ideal organization to come, join, be a
member and then come to our convention and perhaps meet and be photographed with important
people. This serve her purposes very much as well.” Butina was arrested on Sunday after the FBI
says she could be preparing to flee the country and today, a judge ordered her to continue to be held
without bail. Butina has pleaded not guilty to all charges. Jeff?
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. Investigators alleged she had an ongoing relationship with a 56 year old Republican

operative strictly for business purposes
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and was likely in contact with Russia’s FSB intelligence agency throughout her stay in the US.
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A Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman suggested today that Butina’s arrest is part of an
effort to undermine US-Russia relations.
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Ron Hosko is a former assistant director of the FBI and says Butina was following a Russian
playbook.
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and then come to our convention and perhaps meet and be photographed with important
people.
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55. Butina has pleaded not guilty to all charges. Jeff?
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