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Hotel death mystery, a stunning twist! Was a member of Putin’s inner circle murdered in America?
Nightly news begins right now. This is NBC Nightly News with Lester Holt, reporting tonight from Simi
Valley California. There is a new twist in the mysterious death of a former ally of Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Four months after he was found dead in a Washington DC hotel room, authorities now
say he died from blunt force trauma, not a heart attack as first thought. We get the details from
NBC’s Pete Williams.

For his aggressive control of Russian media, Mikhail Lesin was called a bulldogger while serving
Russian president Vladimir Putin. Now new information about his death in a Washington DC hotel is
raising questions about a man Putin publically praised when he died late last year, but who had an
apparent falling out with Putin’s associates in late 2014 and stepped down from running a media
empire. Four months after Lesin’s death, police and the medical examiner now say he died of “blunt
force injuries of the head and had injuries to his neck, torso, arms and legs.” When his body was
found in his room last November, it was thought he died of a heart attack. Police say surveillance
video shows him entering the hotel the night he died looking to shovel suggesting he might have
been injured before coming back here. And investigators say he’d been drinking heavily.

But the suspicious death of a former Kremlin insider raises obvious concern. British authorities say
former Russian spy Alexander Letinvenko was poisoned, possibly on orders from Putin. And the
fierce Putin critic, Boris Nemsha was shot and killed in Moscow shortly before he was to lead a
protest. Even so, a former top Russian spy in the US says he doubts Lison met a similar end. “There
were no political assassinations ever committed by the Soviets or the Russians on the territory of the
United States, anywhere, any other country, but now the United States” For now DC police say they
are not even sure Lison was murdered, but his death has become an international mystery. Pete
Williams NBC News, Washington.
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1. Hotel death mystery, a stunning twist!
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2. Was a member of Putin’s inner circle murdered in America? Nightly news begins right now.
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3. This is NBC Nightly News with Lester Holt, reporting tonight from Simi Valley California.
OHEGIN R
4. There is a new twist in the mysterious death of a former ally of Russian President Vladimir
Putin.
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5. Four months after he was found dead in a Washington DC hotel room,
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6. authorities now say he died from blunt force trauma, not a heart attack as first thought.
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7. We get the details from NBC’s Pete Williams.
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8. For his aggressive control of Russian media,
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9. Mikhail Lesin was called a bulldogger while serving Russian president Vladimir Putin.
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10. Now new information about his death in a Washington DC hotel is raising questions
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11. about a man Putin publically praised when he died late last year,
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12. but who had an apparent falling out with Putin’s associates in late 2014 and stepped down
from running a media empire.
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13. Four months after Lesin’s death, police and the medical examiner now say he died of “blunt
force injuries of the head
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14. and had injuries to his neck, torso, arms and legs.”
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15. When his body was found in his room last November, it was thought he died of a heart attack.
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16. Police say surveillance video shows him entering the hotel the night he died looking to shovel
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17. suggesting he might have been injured before coming back here.
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18. And investigators say he’d been drinking heavily.
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19. But the suspicious death of a former Kremlin insider raises obvious concern.
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20. British authorities say former Russian spy Alexander Letinvenko was poisoned,
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21. possibly on orders from Putin.
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22. And the fierce Putin critic, Boris Nemsha was shot and killed in Moscow shortly before he was
to lead a protest.
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23. Even so, a former top Russian spy in the US says he doubts Lison met a similar end.
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24. “There were no political assassinations ever committed by the Soviets or the Russians on
the territory of the United States,
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25. anywhere, any other country, but now the United States”
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26. For now DC police say they are not even sure Lison was murdered,
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27. but his death has become an international mystery.
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28. Pete Williams NBC News, Washington.
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